
Funding for ADA-required Shared Ride and Paratransit services is failing to keep up with
rising costs, forcing transit agencies to redirect resources away from other needed transit services.
The domino effect has created a crisis for all transit riders in Pennsylvania. In the short term,
appropriately funding Shared Ride and Paratransit services to their ADA-required levels will allow
small transit agencies across Pennsylvania to stabilize their near-term operations, like fixed-route
services. Once this immediate crisis is addressed, we can get to work on developing a long-
anticipated comprehensive transportation funding solution that will grow PA’s economy and lower
families’ bills at the same time.

Transit Saves Lives
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In House District 6

Pennsylvania’s Shared Ride/Paratransit services save
people money and provide a critical lifeline for residents
in rural areas and cities, because they provide affordable
transportation options to critical destinations like
healthcare. 

Shared Ride services are particularly important for
seniors, disabled people, and veterans, because they
ensure people can live independently, access healthcare
and social services, and participate in social and
economic life. In many rural communities, Shared
Ride/Demand Response services are the only transit
options available.

Some of Pennsylvania’s most vulnerable populations
face significant barriers to access important social,
medical, and economic services. In fact, in many
cases, they would be unable to access these services
at all without transit and Shared Ride/Paratransit
services. 

Notably, Pennsylvania has the third-largest rural
population of any state, the fourth-largest veteran
population, and one of the country’s fastest aging
populations. Seniors, veterans, and low income
households are likewise over represented in rural
communities compared to urban and suburban ones. Source: US Census Bureau ACS 5-Year 2023
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https://www.pa.gov/agencies/penndot/traveling-in-pa/ridesharing.html
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/penndot/traveling-in-pa/ridesharing.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2022/urban-rural-populations.html#:~:text=The%20states%20or%20territory%20with%20the%20largest,(3%2C474%2C661)%20*%20Pennsylvania%20(3%2C061%2C630)%20*%20Ohio%20(2%2C798%2C349)*
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2022/urban-rural-populations.html#:~:text=The%20states%20or%20territory%20with%20the%20largest,(3%2C474%2C661)%20*%20Pennsylvania%20(3%2C061%2C630)%20*%20Ohio%20(2%2C798%2C349)*
https://www.axios.com/2023/11/10/map-where-veterans-live-us
https://www.statsamerica.org/sip/rank_list.aspx?rank_label=pop46&ct=S09
https://www.chausa.org/news-and-publications/publications/health-progress/archives/may-june-2013/rural-vets-their-barriers-problems-needs
https://climatecabineteducation.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Transportation-101-Rural-and-Small-Town-Transit.pdf


Investing in good transit helps everyone. Transit is especially important for seniors, disabled
people, and other transit dependent people. Pennsylvanians who depend on both fixed-route
services like buses and trains and Shared Ride/Paratransit services throughout the Commonwealth
and especially in rural communities face high costs and health risks if these services do not receive
adequate funding support. 

Student-age population14,667Households without
vehicle access2,100

Population over 65 years14,079 Population living with a
disability10,620

Many families need reliable public transit in

An average Pennsylvania family can save $1,678 annually by switching some car trips to other
choices like transit. For a Pennsylvanian living off Social Security, that would amount to
nearly a month’s worth of additional income.

Transit Reduces Household Bills

Transit Fuels Pennsylvania’s Economy
Fully funding transit is critical to supporting both vulnerable populations and people looking for
affordable and practical pollution-free transportation choices.
 

Millions of Pennsylvania residents rely on transit daily. Despite temporary reductions in ridership
in the first years of the COVID-19 pandemic, the high cost of personal vehicles and worsening
traffic is bringing many people back to transit. Many people, including seniors, disabled people, and
essential workers, never stopped using transit. Nationally, this is reflected in the fact Shared Ride/
Paratransit services have experienced the strongest ridership recovery of any transit mode.
 

There are 387 million total transit trips made in Pennsylvania annually, including...
49 million transit trips made by transit dependent populations, which includes seniors, disabled
people, and individuals accessing medical appointments, of these...
37 million were made by seniors. 

 

Read our report on rural
and small town transit!
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Average Annual Miles Traveled by Car (per person)

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/66dcb2887978724e30d73dda/t/67dd87b54cac1f2d5d588943/1742571452358/Reducing+Costs%2C+Commutes%2C+and+Climate+Pollution+%5BFinal%5D.pdf
https://www.nasdaq.com/articles/how-much-americans-rely-social-security-every-state
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/penndot/documents/programs-and-doing-business/transit/informationandreports/annual-performance-reports/recent-reports-2017-present/penndot_bpt_annualperformancereport_2023-2024.pdf
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/penndot/documents/programs-and-doing-business/transit/informationandreports/annual-performance-reports/recent-reports-2017-present/penndot_bpt_annualperformancereport_2023-2024.pdf
https://www.apta.com/news-publications/press-releases/releases/new-apta-reports-show-strong-industry-growth-u-s-ridership-reaching-85-percent-of-pre-pandemic-levels-and-rising/

